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Mostly cloudy and
warm tonight, with
chance of showers and
thunderstorms, low
near 62, Varizble
cloudiness and a little
warmer Saturday,
with showers and
thunderstorms likely.
high near 85. Sunday.
mostly cloudy with
scattered showers and
thunderstorms and
low near 60

STy

== 15

Ford Takes Over As Nixon
Steps Down From Presidency

By HARRY F. KOSFNTIIAL
WASHINGTON (AP) —
tearful Richard M. Nixon per-
formed the final acts of his
devastated presidency today.
bidding sorrowful farewell to his
Cabinet and aides. telling them
that only a man in the deepest
valley can know ““how magnifi-
cent it is to be on the highest

mountain

Then at 9.16 am , he few off
to San Clemente: Calif.. in the
Spirit of 76." the presidential
aircraft that had taken him to so
many memorable events in his

He spoke of his parents. say
ing his father was a great man
though never a man of renown
that his mother was a saint who
nursed two of his brothers and
watched them die of tu
berculosis |

He told of reading. on hus last
night in the White House. the
words of young Theodore
Roosevelt upon the death of a
daughter

TR in his 205 thought the
light had gone from his life for-
ever. but he went on.’ Nixon
said * Hewasaman Andas |

“And so we leave in high hopes, in good
spirits and in deep humility and with very

much gratefulness

in our hearts." —

Richard M. Nixon, in his farewell address as

president.

5t year presidency

His wife. daughter Tricia and
her husband Ed Cox were with
him as they left for & home that
s L Wesherr White House-no
wiore The younger daughter.
Julie and her husband David
Eisenhower stayed behind to
help pack the family's
belongings

The Nixons had trod a red
carpet from the White house to a
waiting helicopter for the short
hop to Andrews Air Force base
and the presidential plane. The
flight to California would take
five hours

One last time. as he stepped
into the helicopter, the resigning
President waved the two-handed
V-for-victory sign he had flashed
se many times before from hun
dreds of political platforms

And at precisely 9 am CDT.
the helicopter rose into the misty
Washington morning His
Cabinet and several hundred ad
ministration aides heard his East
Toom farewell. and saw him go

His successor. Gerald R Ford
walched the takeoff

Nixon s last White House
words

And so we leave n high
hopes. In good spirits and 1n deep
humility and wath very much
gratelulness i our hearts We
come from many faiths. we pray
perhaps 1o different gods but
really the same God 1n a sense

But | want to say for each and
every une of you - not only will
we always be grateful to you,
always you will be in our hearts
and 1n our pra Thank you
very much

The Nixon aides. many of
whom had wept as did their de-
parting leader. stood 1n ap
plause

Nixon s fareweil (o those clos:
est to hyn was in marked con
trast to the solemn formality of
his resignation address to the na
tion Thursday oight It was in-
tensely personal and intensely
emotional

leave, let me say that's an exam
ple T think all of us should
remember
We think sometimes when
Unngs happen that don t go the
right way, we thuk that when
you don't pass the bar exam the
first time  we think that when
someone dear to us dies, we
think that when we lose an elec
tion, we think that when we suf
fer a defeat that all is ended
We think as TR said that the
light had left hus life forever Not
true 1Us only a beginning
always
The young must know it. the
old must know 1t_ It must always
sustain us because the greatness
comes not when things go always
good for you, but the greatness
comes when you're disap
pomnted. when you take some
knocks
Only when you ve been in the
deepest valley can you know how
magnificent 1t 1s to be on the
highest mountain. ~ Nixon said
Nixon said he departed proud
of the people “who have stood by
us and worked for us and served
this country We want you to be
proud of what you have done
‘Always remember. others
may hate you but those who hate

you don t win unless you hate
and then you destroy

This house has a great heart
and the heart comes from those
Nixon told his as
With lim were Mrs resignation
Nixen. their daughters Julie and

Members of his shattered ad-
ministration  were there. too N
Secretary of State Henry A mundated by the rational m

Tuning s departure 1o en
o he would leave as Prest carry  through to
dent. Nuxon expected o be in the
en route to San Clemente. would have ivolved and my  tuons

by the time Secretary of  fanuly unanimously urged me to - analysis
e Henry A Kissinger. do so. he said  But the mo with ¢
his “formal letter of terest of the n

By LOUISE COOK
Associated Press Writer

The defeat of a man and the triumph of a
system of government that has stood for almost
200 years.

That was what some Americans saw in the
resignation of Richard Milhous Nixon as Pres-

idept
dfr‘;m people who voted for him and.gave him
their Joyalty: the ones who vowed their opposi-
tion. The historians who ponder the past and
predict the future; the politicians trying to
gauge the ellect at election time

jo one can rejoice in*the events which
l'lllﬂ\ll’l!(ed in the resignation of the President,”

He told the nation Thursday
" s oan

Kissinger Secretary of Defense terest inds
' S his Water-  Nion acknowledged his base
gaté lawyer James D St Clair  of support was gone. i casually

b scandal 61l a

1 would hase preferred 1o
Timishy
wy il

t the persotial

said Chesterfield Smith. president of the
American Bar Association and a frequent critie
of Nixon on Watergate

“We can, however. find comfort in the fact
that . when our system for the administration
of justice was tested - by perhaps ils greatest
challenge of all time  that system pioved
equal to the task

Asked whether Nixon should be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution, Smith said, “We
do not have time for vengeance. It is the time (0
come together and the time td"go forward

Yale Law Professor Alexander Bickel dis-
agreed

LEAVING THE WHITE HOUSE — Former president
and Mrs. Richard Nixon (night) walk to a waiting
helicopter accompanied by new President and Mrs
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1. Nixon and "Mt as Prosident 5

resignation as

fee. my energies and
windom | can summon to the o
ong nations.
of itteroess o reenmma he sind 1 have done my very whinh v el ted

AL of uson the final best mall th

vause of peace

have been concerned iy
od of the country

1o that pledge

The cloud of Watergate is still lnngmg and
there s nothing we can do about it he sai

The Rev Billy Graham. a Iung(mw Nixon
supporter who frequently conducted religious
services at the White House, said he felt sorry
for Nixon and s family

His personal suffering must be almost un
bearable.  the munister sad ~He deserves the.
prayers of even those who feel betrayed and let
down i pray that from this whole painful af
fair may be reborn a new commitment (o God
and His law in our aational life

John Cardinal Krol of Philadelphia said
“Thank God we, have a system of government

where disclosures of improprietios can be made

By LAWRENCE L. KNUTS

WASHINGTON (AP Con
gressional leaders of both par
ties sud Thursday mght they
hape President Nixon s resigna
tion will lead the nation out of
the-agony of Watergate and into
an era of national reconciliation
under the presidency of Gerald
R Ford
ey universally praised Ford
and pledged wholehearted sup
port as he begins his new ad
ministration

Many Republicans and some
Democrats said Republican elec
ton chances have greatly im
proved mn this fall s House and
Senate races

Senate Republican leader
Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania satd
Watergate had put the counth
on the “very edge of a nervous
breakdown but that the way is
now open Lo a “healing mend
M provess under Ford s
teadership

I have the greatest sympathy
for the President and his family
but no sympathy at all for the
dreadful conduct of those
soctates who helped to bring
him to this pass. Scott said

Assistant e Demmocrati
leader Robert ¢ Byrd of West
Virginia said Nixon s speech left
many unanswered questions and

they may always he un
answered

You have 4 nesw nian going

Congress Looks
To Reconciliation
Under Pres. Ford

and 1 think the natural reaction
ol the people 10 both parties 1s
gomng to be 1o jomn and support
him o his ettorts o unify the
country  Byrd sad | should
think it would have 4 pood 1m-
pact on Republicans (1l over the
country
A

¢ Republican
leader Robert Grithn of Mich
sgan. who called for Nixon to
resign early i the week  called
Nixon s decesion both agonizing

B
over the Constitution s safe
and Amenea can beeome whols
dgan sud Sen Fabward M
Kennedy D Mass
House Speaker i Alhert
who met with Nexon just betor
hus speech. quoted him as vaying
that  he couldn t be
@ Watergate too
Here s uther congressional
and party comment on the
hange i leadership
hchalrman of
the Republican National Com
mitteeNow s the timie Tor
kindness Lt us all try 1o re
Store o our so

y 4 climate of
vty The baithe 1s over
Democratie: Natonat Coni
mittee chaenan Robert Sty
Democerats can take pride in the
manner i whichowe e wrved
the nation. We have been cespon

See CONGRESS P 2

What'’s Inside

Nixon, Family Remembered

Gerald R Ford as Nixon prepared 1o leave the White
House Friday morning. He flew to nearby Andrews Air
Force Base. where he boarded Air Foree One
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Editorials

Tribune staff members recall meetings with
Richard and Pat Nixon Page 3

Nixon's Resignation
Nixon speech gives reasons for resigming
tells of accomplishments Page 4

Graduation Comes First

WWTI graduates express thetr opinions
about Nixon's resignation Page 13

Where To Find It

See FORD P 2

Defeat Of A Man, Triumph Of A System

and appropriate remedies taken

Ehzabeth Canty. 38 a Detroit school teacher
and a Democrat. “was glugd to the TV during
Nixon's nationally broadcdst speech She said.

1don € rejoree in his resignation, but 1 do find
i pratfyiig o know that under our fgrm of
government conduct such as Nixon's cannot,
should not and will not be tolerated. This was
what the framers of the Constitution intended
and 1t’'s most reassuring to see that it works.”
Howard H Baker Jr. R-Tenn,

chairman of the Senate Watergate committee.
sd Thursday's events “reflee! an Americafi
tragedy of gigantic dimensions

“Yel, even in the midst of this unprecedented

event in our history, we are witnessing an order
ly transfer of power which can only serve (o
restore the confidence of the American people
and reaffirm the resilience of our constitutional
Sistem Qur task is new to ook Frward to
tomorrow

The concern for ihe future crossed party
lines '

cago Mayor Richard J. Daley, a Democrat,

said.“American political institutions remain
strong 1 join with all other Americans. in
wishing success for the new president in his ef-

forts to find solutions to the problems which
beset our nation
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Pat Nixon’s Faith In The
Amerlcon Drecm Recalled

By JAN MCLAIN
Women's Editor

Six years ago last night, Pat
Nixon' watched her husband

United States. It no doubt was a
joyful event in her life after
living through Nixon's 1960
defeat and later defeat in his bid
:z the governorship of Califor-

Both defeats were experiences
Mrs. Nixon cared not to discuss
while in La Crosse in 1968. They
m in the past, and Mrs. Nixon

was looking to a future which
climaxed yesterday as what
could be termed the Nixon
family's saddest day.

Yet Mrs. Nixon must be
feeling some sense of relief today
as the pressures that have sur-
rounded the White House take a
downhill swir

Mrs. Nixon was unlike wives of

campaigned in La Crosse in that
she refused to discuss political
issues. Richard Nixon was in-
deed the candidate and later the

She had a pleasant smile
0 some_have

her as “plastic Pat"), was neatly
groomed right down to the last
hair on her head., soft-spoken and
gracious. It is doubtful that
anvone could say Mrs. Nixon has
done anything but enhance the
All-American-family image of
ber husbafid as he campaigned
and was elected a congressman,
senator, vce president and

ident.

Now 62, Mrs. Nixon has con-
tinued to exemplify the woman
who trusts, supports and believes
in her husband. Her faith in the

honorable, dedicated person.
know

And when you truth,
youhavemddnunlw Thavea
very pasitive

Did the truth lumea earlier
this week about Nixon's
knowledge of the Watergate
cover-up shatter Mrs. Nixon's
faith? That, of course, is a ques-
tion only Mrs. Nixon can answer

H

prior knowledge about the infor-
mation on the White House
tapes, she was as IMN and
dismayed as

who held onto the m.w

President was a man who mdd
not be justly accused of dis-
regard for the law.

In 1968, Mrs. Nixon reflectsd
on the conflicts of the times and
her belief that our nation was
built on laws of the land. **When

through the law by electing peo- |
ple who will work for the
changes people want,” she said

Pat Nixon

‘There was no reason to doubt
that Mrs. Nixon was speaking
with sincerity and conviction,
but today she ceased to be the
nation's First Lady because
enough people believe her hus-
band did not operate within the
law in carrying out his duties as
president

It is a tragic moment in history
for the Nixon family as well as
the nation, but we are inclined to
think Mrs. Nixon's greatest con-
cern will focus on what effect the
events of past weeks will have on
the nation’s youth

A woman whose eyes sparkled
when she spoke of her own two
daughters and the young people
America, Mrs. Nixon believed
“parents should sel an
example that will show children
standards for being good
citizens.”

She hoped to initiate as First
Lady a project geared to
ng peopole to the
1 would like to
promote education through
documentary films that would
emphasize the American dream

and hope to young people.” she

Press 3aid prior to the 1968 primary
Describing herself

Mrs. Nixon predicted that
women play an important
partin the 1963 election because
“they are concerned about their
families and want their children
to inherit a better life."
History will tell us how
Nixon's’ leadership toward
“peace among nations” has
affected the children of the
world as well as the United
States.

Meanwhile. one can't help

eeling compassion for a woman
who walked beside her husband
through a quarter century of
public Lte, then saw it ail end

ixon proved to be a
mplmlnwmmmnm
traveled to other nations, but she
also looked quite at home in the
‘White House as we observed her
greeting members of the
National Federation of

a few words about the President.
Mn lenu was indeed an In-

campaigner,
l!“nl-l:hanquetlnMaryE
Sawyer Auditorium, never taking
her eyes off her husband as he
e. Anyone in the audience
whose l(lenlion went from
Nixon to his wife for even a few
moments was immediately
directed back to the spﬂlc.
Mrs. Nixon's belief in her
band equaled that of any
Anmerican citizen.

Time may determine whether
she should have stated her.
beliefs in truth and honesty to
her husband as well as her
children and the American peo-
ple.

It is possible she did, but it is
‘more likely that Mrs. Nixon, like
others who have been in the
political arena in years past,
accepted the rules of the games
played to get elected and remain
in office.

Crosse in February 1968.

Tribune Photo
NIXON VISITS — Richard Nixon, campaigning in the
spring presidential primary election, appeared in La

Photo was taken in the

publisher’s office at the oid Tribune building.

Specter Of Prosecution
Still Haunting Nixon

By MARGARET GENTRY

WASHINGTON (AP) — Rich-
ard Nixon quits the presidency
without immunity from _prose-
cution, leaving him vulnerable to
a host of criminal charges

The lead role in bringing an in-
dictment against Nixon after he
leaves office would fall to special
Watergate prosecutor Leon
Jaworski, who said Thursday
night there has been no deal
sparing Nixon prosecution i
exchange for his resignation

Congress could pass a resolu-
tion urging that no charges be
brought’ against Nixon. Such a
resolution is nat binding by law,
it only expresses the feelings of
members of Congress

Nixon's resignation may have
squelched what little support
there was for such a resolution

The chiel sponsor, Sen. Ed-
ward W. Brooke, R-Mass., said
Thursday night he would ‘with-
draw the resolution unless Nix-
on makes a “full confession"" of
his involvement in the Water-
gate and related scandals

By resigning, Nixon appar-
ently saved himsell from im-
peachment by the House and
trial in the Senate. Congress has
the authority to proceed with im-
peachment even though Nixon
o longer holds office, but House
leaders said Thursday night
there is no need to carry it

through.

“The House may have to take
some action, but the President
having resigned, the proceed-
ings will have to come to an
end,"” Speaker Carl Albert said.

Nevertheless, Albert and
Judiciary Committee members
were moving toward a House
vote on the committee report
detailing the allegations against
Nixon.

tentions, Rep. Paul N
McCloskey, R-Calif., said, "I
know that Jerry Ford would
never promise to pardon him as
a condition for his resignation,
McClnsny predicted that
Nixon “will be indicted very
shortly” but said nothing about
the basis for his forecast
An_agreement that Nixon
would leave office as the price of
immunity seemed a possible op-
tion in light of the bargain that
led to Spiro T Agnew’s resigna-
tion as vice president. Agnew
pleaded no contest to a single tax
evasion charge and prosecutors
agreed not to press other, more
serious, charges
Nixon's resignation strips him
of the shield of office that once
apparently blocked his in-
dictment on charges of con-
spiracy and obstruction of jus-
ce.

-3

The Watergate grand jury
named Nixon as an unindicted
coconspirator when it indicted
his former White House and
campaign aides for conspiring to
cover up the Watergate scandal
and obstruct the original in-
vestigation.

The same grand jury remains

La Crescent Lawyer
Named County Judge

ST _PAUL, Minn (AP) —
Duane E. Woodworth, La Cres-
cent, was appointed judge of the
Houston County Court Thursday
by Gov. Wendell Anderson

Woodworth succeeds  retiring
Judge Elmer M. Anderson,
Caledonia. Woodworth ~gradu-
ated from the University of
Minnesota Law School in 1965,
served on the attorney general's
stalf for a year and for three
years directed the Leech Lake

at work. But legal experts say no
indictment could survive unless
signed by Jaworski, or if he
refuses, by Atty. Gen. William B
Saxbe.

Saxbe said on Wednesday the
decision to immunize Nixon rests
with Jaworski, whose charter of
office gives him “full authority
for investigating and prosecuting

allegations  involving the
President

Jaworski said nothing about
whether he would be influenced
by the congressional response to
the issue.

But the movement toward a
resolution urging that Nixon be
spared aj to have col-
lapsed with Brooke's statement.

Ford holds the key to another
way Nixon could be spared
prosecution. Upon becoming
president, Ford has the author-
ity to grant Nixon a full pardon
for all crimes in advance even in
the absence of formal charges
and conviction.

The charges that might be
brought against Nixon range
across the breadth of scandal
that emerged in the two years
since the Watergate break-in

Lawyers familiar with the in-
vestigation suggest that the most
obvious charge would be
obstruction of justice, a felony
carrying a maximum penalty of
five years in prison and a $5,000
fine.

Civil rights violations, con-
spirary, bribery, fraud and tax
evasion are among the other
charges that could stem from the
Elisberg break-in, the milk fund
case, his income tax paymehts
and the disposition of campaign
{unds by his friend C. G. "Bebe"
Rebozo.

Most of the applicable charges
are felonies, but as one Justice
Department lawyer put it, “with

HowT ey Remember Nixon And Family

Nixon Is Not Same Man,
Tribune Editor Recalls

By SANFORD GOLTZ
Opinion Page Editor
I'VE HAD OCCASION to spend some time
with Richard Nixon at close range three times,
dating back to 1952. Am“ryaslmy Iean't
conpect that man — in speec! concha.s: an
obvious discipline in umn processes —
the hesitant, !nmblm( Richard Nixon that hu
emerged in recent months from those
transcripts of Oval Office conservations with his
staff.

He made one speech, as I recall, at the
Republican National Convention in Chicago that
confirmed Gen. Eisenhower’s choice of the
young California senator as his running mate. It
was a talk geared to a partisan gathering of
delegates who were convinced they had a
winner in Ike. Nixon, a stranger to most of them
except for news exposure a few years earlier for
his rolé in the Alger Hiss case, gave them the

upbeat pep talk they wanted.

That October my Suu Journal city editor had
me catch a night train out of Madison (yes,
Virginla, there were passenger trains out of the
state capital in those days) to Superior, to ride
the Nixon campaign train South the next
morning. There were a couple of press cars,
loads of reporters and photographers, and state

party people and local candidates getting on and
off to be seen with a national candidate.

0ld hands at covering major league politicians
were impressed, as' [ was, with how Nixon
handled himself. Few notes, or none. Words of
praise for GOP candidates for Congress or the
legislature. A brisk attack on “Communism,
corruption and Korea," a pledge of better times
and honest government.

‘The working press had reason to think highly
of the man in terms of coverage. Before each
stop. an aide whipped out a few quotes from
what Nixon would be saying — and the quotes
all showed up, skillfully worked into a five or 10-
minute back platform delivery. Well timed, and
10 notes.

Even then, he seemed a bit shy at close range.
Very serious, no small talk, but an attentive
listener, and able to shape a concise answer no
matter what the question.

Five weeks before the state presidential
primary in April 1968, private citizen Nixon
came o La Crosse for the day to press his case
in a delegate race with Ronald Reagan and
(remember him?) Harold Stassen.

He walked down, alone, from the Stoddard
Hotel to the old Tribune building at 4th and
Cass Sts., and came in for a taped interview.

For 40 minutes that afternoon he fielded our
questions on everything from Vietnam to the

charge that Nixon was a can't-win candidate.

son's attorney ttle tw-mg what kind
of troubles he% have w|u| that office himself a
few years later.

Nixon swept the Wisconsin pi . of
course.

decided he was a candidate. La Crosse County
went 7,900 for Nixon, 1,200 for Reagan, 204 for
Stassen.

Wisconsin and the Coulee Region always have
been pretty good Nixon country. He carred this
county, and the state, in 1960 when he lost to
John K

Six years zgo the Nixon-Agnew ticket carried
the state by 61,000 votes against Hubert
Humphrey and Ed Myskie. In La Crosse County
it was 17,400 to 11,600, and counties
were equally strong for the GOP slate.

against 12,100 for the Democrats.

My last chat with Richard Nllon by then
President, was in the spring of when
sevenlhmundedlmandummum

an editor's homtown (and perhaps in the
newspaper office), and what sort of audience he
had.

But even in the receiving line and knowing
that he held the office he had sought so long,
had the feeling that he wasn't quite sure he
belonged. Pat Nixon, radiant and prettier than
most photos show her, was more at ease.

It is years and many miles back to that 1952
campaign train, when candidate Nixon struck
me as the earnest junior executive on the way
up, and I had described his wife in an interview
piece as reminding me of the girl next door. In
between have been of frustration and
defeats for Richard Nixon and his loyal family,
some strange times for all of us, and now, after
a!ewynna(;lofyandmmtumxon‘me

great
We ﬂn all feel sad, and a little older.

Party Chairmen React
To Resignation Speech

By Tribune Corres

Steiner of Crawford County, lh?Prsldullmdhhthy but

‘orrespondents
“It's a beautiful day,” Eldon*

Traastad, Vernon County
Democratic Party chairman, said
last night when he answered his
teleptone call from the La
Crosse Tribune for his reaction
to President Richard M. Nixon's
resignation

“In all fairness to the people of
the United States and the worla
around us,” he said 1 believe
President Nixon could make no
other decision.”

Of Democratic party chairmen
in five area counties and of
Republican party chairmen in
three area counties, Traastad
made the only enthusiastic com-
ment on Nixon's resignation.

One Republican chairman,

praised Nixon's foreign policy.

Most GOP county chairmen
weren't available for comment.

Traastad said that it “would be
difficult to go through with the
impeachment proceedings. He
said he was a bit disappointed
that Nixon did not profess either
guilt or innocence in the
Watergate situation

Traastad noted that last fall,
when Nixon fired Archibald Cox,
his own Watergate investigator,
he (Traastad) thought " there was
something in the wind."

I called a meeting of the Ver-
non County Democratic Party
executive committee,” he said.

““And the committee called for

1 be ieve it was necessary for him
ta resign 10 unite the country. I
lmnkhuhouldbenumdumy
other man. The Con!tllllﬂon
gives us this right "

She said Nixon's foreign policy
was great. “It's a tragic night fos
the country but now we can
unite.”"

Vernon C. Severson, Black
River Falls, Jackson Cnunly
Republlcnn chairman,

“only hope is that Amﬂiu m
unite behind President Ford and
that media and pnlmcﬂ axes can
be-aid to rest.

He said “I feel that the Presi-

Republican Women in October
971

Gerald R. Ford, upon becom-
ing president, is the only other
person who could block the trial
Time was taken to hear a short o his

tale, accept a small gift or share  Ford gave no hint of his in-

Legal Services Project

Minnea
Roosevelt High School

Woodworth is a native of
polis and a graduate of

almost any felony, a good
prosecutor can find a way lo
reduce the charge” to a mis-
demeanor

Charles Ambelang,
Monroe County, had qualified
backing for Nixon. And one
Democratic chairman, Mrs. June

the impeachment of President

Nixon

resignation

Said Mrs. Steiner about the

should hzve said a little about his
guilt o innocence on Watergate.
Othewrse he made a pretty good

“I feel sadness for speech

Area Residents React With Mlxed Emotions

By Tribune Correspondents
President Richard M. Nixon's

resignation met with reactions of

relief from many area residents,

Several said if Nixon had ad-
mitted involvement in the cover-
up of the extent of the Watergate
break-in, things might have been
different.

A member of the Monroe

been different.”

Nora Magelee, a La Crosse
Tribune correspondent, recalled
asking Julie and Tricia Nixon,
the President’s two daughters,
during the 1968 campaign if they
were ready for the pressures that
would be impased by the office.

“They

ask them the same questions

now

Allen Roberts, Sparta, 2 GOP
leader in Monroe County, said he
didn't believe Nixon was guilty
of wrongdoing until the tapes of
June 23, 1972, were released

“'No matter who occupies the
office, it will be an im-
ement,” he said. “He has

legal acts and thheld
evidence, things would $have
»
»

EDITOR'S NOTE
Tribune Correspondents
Nora Magelee of Sparta,

Epstein of Milston,

and could bot be reached for her
comment

Mrs. Mary McDonald, Black
River Falls, a former president
of the Jacksén County
Republican Women, called the
speech “the only kind of speech
he could give at this moment.”

“He tried to leave good
thoughts with the people,” she
“He knew this speech
would go down in history and he
wanted 1o say the right thing, "

AT, Lahmayer, candidate for
the Democratic nomination for
31st District senator, said he
thought of a line in s poem that

" he said “I don't think h!
should be pursued in any
criminal indictment.”

Al T. Lahmaybr

ther
Said Jane Stolder of Vu-oqua
“1 don't take any delight in it I
personally worked for George
McGovern (Nixon's opponent) in
1972

She called it 2 “ wise move™ on
Nixon's part

Miss Stolder, who is active in
the Democratic party, said it was

inevitable that he would resign.
1 thought that since spring. It
was just 2 matte rof time."

A Westby resident, Waiter
Mehlum said, “In a way, it
looked kind of sad. But I think he
was a wrongdoer and it was best
that he go out.”

Hemaummasurw'u

“honest and straight man.

Wear-m hopes that e will be.

our man.”

Ernest Reck of Arcadia

Kathy Knudtson of

tributed to this area wrapup.

londay. B
“Maybe Ford can reunite the ding
" said Roberts:
. Nixon's actions may have been in
the best interests of the country.
Ruth Strozinsky, Tomah, one
of the Monroe County's ardent
Republican supporters, slept
through thé President’

Oswald H. Johnson, candidate
for the GOP nomination for the
31st Dis'nn senate seat, said,
“This is emotional oc-
('u!an a sad Mslorlcll
moment."

The President deplcled
and patriotism” in his
nsugmuon Jobmon sald, ad-
decision shall give
mmwmmmwm
ly and constitutional processes of
our government shall and must

proceed
He called Nixon a

“‘And

“great

i
it's speech “It's a load off my mind," said

Max Epstein of Millston, “I
think the country will benefit by
his resignation since it will give
us a psychological impetus
We've had our fil of negative
aspects and now we look (o the
positive_and future with con-
fidence.”

"1 think it should have

ppened sooner,” said Oscar
Hirschfield, R. 2, Viroqua, a
retired construction worker.
*“The investigation is costing the
taxpayers 2 great deal of money.
That's worse than a crossword
puzle what's going on down

offered this comment: “Anyone
serving in any position which has
to do with administrative ties is
not abiove the law. U.S. citizens
elected him with the understand-
ing that he would serve to the
best of his ability."

Mrs. Quentin (Norma)
Koxlien, Whitehall, a housewife
said that the President’s move
was about what slie had
expected.

Saying he showed more

on to his leadership to the very

“He did the right thing for the
nation by resigning now,” said
Whitehall Mayor Lambert
Gronemus. "My  belief is that
President Nixon should be tried
for his wrongdoings to get all the
facts out through a court
process."

William Knudtsor., manager of
a Whitehall restaurant, said that
it's a “sad thing that it had to
come-about. "

Saying that Nixon walked *in-
to a mess with the Vietnam War,
Watts riots and so forth” and
cleared them up, Knudison
added: “President Nixon's mis-
take was that at the start of
Watergate he should have ad-
‘mitted his wrongs right away and
not have covered them up as he
did. Possibly if he would have
admitted them right away it
would have been just a spot in

lnree Prairie du Chien
residents contacted for their
reactions were somewhat reluc-
tant to speak, as were persons in
some other areas

Mrs. William Walker said she
had “‘mixed emotions" when she
heard the talk, “It was difficult
for Nixen lo r!lgn but it had to
be done,"

Mrs. .lltk Hllhhdm com-
mented, “it's about time. Pecple
haven't had much faith in the
President or the ad-

ition. ™

In Caledonia, Minn., Harold
Beth said, '

hidden in the closet yet m::m-ﬁ

have to come out eventually.”
Ole Renslo of Caledonia called

it a “good speech, in a way.

“But.” said Renslo, “he did
not admit any guilt which I think
he should have. He should have
mentioned that his reason for
resigning was Watergate. I'm
glad’this is over. It has been
going on too

In Aliamakee County, Iom,
two former vice
county Republican Party ered
comments' but refused to allow
the use of their names.

One of them: a woman, said
she was disappointed Nixon
didn't say more about his part in
Watergate. Saying that she didn’t
mnl the matter was finished,

Mlny Pegple are not
satisf
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Text Of President Nixon's Resignation Address

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Following is the text of Presi-
dent Nixon's resignation address

- t0-the nation Thursday night:

Good Evening, This will be the
37th time 1 will have spoken to
you from this office where so
many decisions have been made
that shaped the history of this na-
tort

Bach time I have done so to
discuss with you some matters
which | believed affected the
national interest. In all the
decisions | have made in my
public life I have always tried to
do what was best for the nation.

Throughout the long and dif-
ficult period of Watergate. I have
felt it was my duty to perservere.
to make every possible effort to
complete the kind of “office to
which you elected me

In the past few days, however,
it has become evident to me that
I no longer have a strong enough
political base in the Congress to
justify continuing that effort

s long as there was such a
base, 1 felt strongly that it was
necessary to see the con-
stitutional process through 1o its
conclusion: to do otherwise
would be unfaithful to the spirit
of that deliberately difficult
process. and a dangerously
destabilizing precedent for the
future.

But with the disappearance of
that base I now believe that the
constitutional purpose has been
served and there is no longer a
need for the process to be
prolonged.

I would have preferred to
carry through to the finish no
matter_the personal agony that
would have been involved. And
my family unanimously urged
me to do so

But the interest of the nation
must always come before any
personal consideration.

From the discussions | have
had with congressional and other
leaders. | have concluded that
because of the Watergate matter
1 might not have the support of
the Congress that I would con-
sider necessary to back the very
difficult dmsmm and carry out
the duties of this office in the
way the interests of the nation
will require

1 have never been a quitter. To
leave office before my term is
completed is abhorrent to every
instinct in my body

As President i must put the in-
terests of America first. America
needs a full-time president and a
full-time Congress, particularly
at this time with problems we
face at home and abroad

To continue to fight through
the months ahead for my per-
sonal vindication would almost
totally absorb the time and atten-
tion of both the President and
the Congress in a period when
our entire focus should be on the
great issues of peace abroad and
prosperity without inflation at
home.

Therefore. 1 shall resign the
presidency effective at noon
(omorTow.

Vice President Ford will be
sworn in as president at that
hour in this office

As [ recall the high hopes for
America with which ‘we began
this second terra [ feel a great
sadness that I will not be here in
this office working in your behalf
to achieve those hopes in the
next two and a half years

But in turning over direction
of the government to Vice Presi-
dent Ford. I know. as I told the

Relief, Regret
Expressed Over
Nixon Stepdown

Slmmm) GOLTZ
@pitiion Page Editor

‘A“measure of relief that the
uncertainty is ended, a twinge of
sympathy for Richard Nixon's
(all, regret that his case didn't
get a Senate trial

Tha\s a broad consensus of

Crosse business, civic

znd labor leaders reacted to our
fifst presidential resignation.

~As for the nation's new Presi-
dént, they're not optimistic that
tife change at the top will bring
ny quick solutions to the
nation’s domestic problems. But
they feel that now the national
teaflership and the American

plole can give those problems

their full attention
"u was atremendous speech,
dering the circumstances,”

4aifl Lyle W. Anderson, president
of-1he Gréater La Lm:se
Chamber of Commerce and
président of the Nauon\al Bank of
VisZonsin in La Crosse, referring
{g:Mr Nixon's address last

*“From the time it was
pri that he resign, I was
opposed to the idea But if it
speeds things up and gets

maoving, maybe it's for the best
I'm not persuaded that it will
solve anything, as for inflation,
only Congress can stop that
Nixon tried to withhold funds,
bul with Congress and the
courts. what could he do”

Ford may have better rap-
port with Congress. but for how
Tong”"

Thomas Hancock, board chair-
man of the Trane Co.. felt it was
“'a terrible situation, whatever
the cause, that a president had to
resign, particularly since the
guilt was assumed. not known.

“It's a sad thing for the coun-
try. It won't solve our problems,
but in the short term it will put

people back to the business of-

solving them.” Hancock said it
was “forturate’ that a man like
Gerald Ford was in line to take

over
‘l have a high regard Iov
Gerald Ford's personal integrif
and that's what we need nghl
now." said Russell Cleary,
president of G. Heileman
Brewing Co. “The people we
know in Washington who have
worked with Mr. Ford call him
first rate.”

Cleary said that Nixon handied
his farewell speech well, with no
animosity, His troubles bad
“‘drawn attention away from the
business of running the cour-
try.” and Ford's succession

“'might instill some confidence,
Cleary said

*It was the only thing he could
do for the good of the country,”
said Bruce Hines, president of
First Federal Savings and Loan
and former Chamber president
“It's a shame it couldn't have
been solved a couple of years
ago, regardless of how he was in-
volved Maybe we can go
forward now ™

Dale Freehoff, president of
Trane Lodge 21 of the Machinists
Union, called the resignation “a
necessary step, but it was too
bad that we had to progress to
such a state that this step was
necessary.” As lo President
Ford. Freehoff is “willing to see
what he has to offer. one way or
the other "

Elmer Seebold, business agent
for Teamsters Local 199, said

that it shouldn't have
happened,” but declined to
elaborate. The international

brotherhood supported Mr
Nixon for re-election in 1972

La Crosse Mayor W. Peter
Gilbertson thinks that ‘Nixon
cheated us" by resigning

“1 wanted to see if impeach-
ment works, and if the senators
would do their job. I would have
let the people participate "
Gilbertson thinks that former
New York Gov Nelson
Rockefeller helped plot the
President’s downfall because he

nation when I nominated him for
that office 10 months ago, that
the leadership of America will be
in good hands®

In passing this office to the
vice president, [ also do so with
the profound sense of the weight
of respor ty that will fall on
his shoulders tomorrow and,
therefore. understanding the
patience. the cooperation he
would need from all

As he assumes that respon-
sibility. he will deserve the help
and the support of all of us. As
we look to the future. the first es-
sential is to begin healing the
wounds of this nation. to put the
bitterness and the divisions of
the recent past behind us and to
rediscover those shared ideals
that lie at the heart of our
strength and unity as a great = ~d
as a free people

By taking this action, I hope
that | will have hastened the
start of that process of healing_
which is so desperately needed in
America

I regret deeply any injuries
that may have been done in the
course of the events that led to
this decison. 1 would say only
that if some of my judgments
were wrong, and some were
wrong, they were made in what |
believed at the time to be the
best interest of the nation

To those who have stood with
me during these past difficult
months. to my family, my
friends. to many others who
joined 1 supporting my cause
because they believed it was
nght, | will be eternally grateful
for your support

And to those who have not felt
able to give me your support. let
me say | leave with no bitterness
toward those who have opposed

President Nixon Announces His Resignation

AP Wirephoto

Gerald Ford Became President At Noon Today

me. because all of us, in the final
analysis. have been concerned
with the good of the country
however ourjudgments. might
differ

So. let us all now join together
i affirming that common com-
mitment and in helping our new
President succeed for the benefit
of all Americans,

1 shall leave this office with
regret al not completing my
term. but with gratitude for the
privilege of serving as your
President for the past five and a
hall years These years have
been 3 momentous time in the
history of our nation and the
world They have been a time of

achievement in which we can all
be proud, achievements that
represent the shared efforts of
the administration, the Congress
and the people

But the challenges ahead are
equally great. and they. too, will
require the support and the ef-
forts of the Congress and the
people working in cooperation
with the new administration

We have ended America’s
longest war. but in the work of

securing a lasting peace in the
world. the goals ahead are even
more far-reaching and more dif-
ficult

We must complete a structure
of peace so that it will be said of

Tribune Photo

FORD IN LA CROSSE — New President Gerald Ford (right) is shown here as he
appeared during a campaign stop and fund-raising visit to La Crosse on April 16, 1972
He is chatting with 3rd Dist Rep. Vernon Thomson, R-Richland Center, and Mrs
Mary Hurtgen, 151¢ King St

was “still rankled" at losing the
presidential nnmmauon in 1965
Dr. George Gilkey. chairma
of the histoty depariment af the
University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse, said that his preference
would have been for the im-
peachment process to "'go all the
way " The President’s acts
might have been justified in a
trial — or not — while now there
is a cloud of doubt in many
Americans’ minds

“I have great faith in our S|

system.” Gilkey said. “We'll
come out of.it. We get all shook
up by a cnsis. and we should, but
things seem to come out all
right "

John Elliott, iong time owner
of the Stoddard Hotel where Mr
and Mrs Nixon stayed on a cam-
paign visit to La Crosse in the
spring of 1968, thought "they
should have waited"" on resigna-
tion.

Council Halts
Proceedings
To Hear Talk

A subdued La Crosse Common
Council moved quickly through
its monthly business last night,
pausing to watch the telecast of
President  Nixon's resignation

peech
The aldermen recessed their
meeting to view the speech on a
smallscreen portable placed on
the desk of Mayor W Peter
Gilbertson

Their reactions to Nixon’s act
varied widel

“He forced Agnew Lo resign.
said Joseph Addis (10th Dist.)
adding it was only appropriate

. Nixon should do the same for

violating laws

Richard Arneson (5th Dist |
toped that Nixon wouldn't gain
immunity for any crimes he may
have committed. He said Nixon
spent most of the speech con-
gratulating himself for his
achievements in office

John McConaughy (7th Dist )
noted that. especially under the
circumstances, it was a very un-
dramatic speech

Thomas Roellich (12th Dist.)
stated Nixon hadn't admitted
guilt for the offenses with which
he would have been charged
He just patted himself on the
back.” he sai

CORRECTION

CHATFIELD. Minn — The
Chatfield Western Days parade
in which three local drum and
bugle corps will participate will
be held at 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
not 1 pm. Sunday as was
previously reported

this generation, our generation,
of Americans, by the people of
all_nations. not only that we
ended one war, but that we
prevented future wars.

We have unlocked the doors
that for a quarter of a century
stood between the United States
and the People’s Republic of
China.

We must now insure that the
one quarter of the world's people
who live in the People's
Republic of China will be and re-
main not our enemies but our
friends.

In the Middle East, one hun-
dred million people in the Arab
countries. many of whom have
considered us their enemy for
nearly 20 years, now look on us
as their friends. We must con-
tinue to build on that friendship
50 that peace can settle at last
over the Middle East and so that
the cradle of civiliumm will not
become its

Together with the Soviet
Union we have made the crucial
breakthroughs that have begun
the progess of limiting nuclear
arms. But we must set as our
goal uot just limiting. but
reducing and finally destroying
these terrible Feapns that
they cannot destray our civil
tion and 0 that the threat of
nuclear war will no longer hang
over the world and the people.

We have opened the new rela-
tion with the Soviet Union. We
must continue to develop and ex-
pand that new relationship so
that the two strongest nations of
the world will live together in
cooperation rather than confron-
Lation.

Around the world, in Asia, and
Alrica. in Latin America, in the
Middle East, there are millions

of people who live in terrible
poverty, even starvation. We
must keep as our goal turning
away from production for war
and expanding production for
peace so that people everywhere
on this earth can at least look
forward in their children's time,
if not in our own time, to having
the necessities for a decent life.

Here in America, we are for-
tunate that most of our people
have not only the blessings of
liberty, but also the means to live
lull and good and, by the world's

tandards, even abundant lives.
We must press on, however, to a
goal of not only more and better
jobs. but of full opportunity for
every American, and of what we
are striving so hard right now to
achieve, prosperity without infla-

“tion.

For more than a quarter of a
century in public life 1 have
shared in the turbulent history of
this era. I have fought for what 1
believed in. I have tried to the
best of my ability to discharge
those duties and meet those
responsibilities that were en-
trusted to me.

Sometimes | have succeeded
and sometimes I have failed, but
always | have taken heart from

liza- what Theodore Roosevelt once

said about the man in the arena
“whose face is marred by dust
and sweat and blood. who strives
valiantly. who errs and comes
short again and again because
there is not effort without error
and shortcoming, but who does
actually strive to do the deeds.
who knows the great
enthusiasms, the great
devotions, who spends himself in
a worthy cause, who at the best
knows in the end the triumph of
high achievements and who at

the worst, if he fails, at least fails
while daring greatly.’
lpkd;ewymwmmt-

long as [ have a breath of life
my body, m-umnmemum
spirit. I shall continue to work
for the great causes to which I
throughout

have been dedicated
my years as a congressman, a
senator, a vice president and

President; the cause of peace not
just for America but m‘lll
nations, prosperity, justice and
opportunity for all of our people.

‘There is one cause above all to
which I have been and
to which I shall always be
devoted for as long as I live.

When I first took the oath of
office as President five and one-
half years ago, I made this sacred
commitment: “to consecrate my
office, my energies and all the
wisdom I can summon to the
cause of peace among nations.’

T have done my very best in all
the days since to be true to that
pledge. As a result of these ef-
forts, | am confident that the
world is a safer place today, not
only for the people of America,
but for the people of all nations,”
and that all of our children have
a better chance than before of
living in peace rather than dying
in war

This. more than anything, is
what I hoped to achieve when I
sought the presidency. This,
more than anything, is what 1
hope will be my legacy to you, to
our country, as I leave the
presidency

To have served in this office is
10 have felt a very personal sense
of kinship with each and every
American. In leaving it. I do so
with this prayer may God's
grace be with you in all the days
ahead

Nixon's Peace Efforts
Cited By GOP Officials

By LEEWARD C. LEE
Tribune Staff Writer

Both 3rd District Rep. Vernon Thomson, R-
Richland Center, and Walter Baltz Jr. of West
Salem. 3rd District GOP chairman. expressed
Thursday night their beliefs that Richard
Nixon's efforts for world peace will be con-
tinued under the new administration.

Both had high praise for
achievements for peace

Following Nixon's resignation speech, Thom-
son said- “He inherited a nation embroiled in a
no-win jungle war which was sapping the
nation’s strength and he ended our involvement
it

He is the ackowledged leader in the effort to
build a durable world peace. He initiated a new
era of peaceful interchange with the Soviet
Union and opened the ‘Bamboo Curtain’ to
Mainland China "

Thomson also said Prsldent Nixon has

cooled the volatile Middle East "

Nixon's

Balz compared the People's Republic of
China to the " proverbial giant with feet of clay
mndmg in quicksand

is to say,” he said, 'they may be un-
sure u( just exactly how events are going to
progress from here * “But.” he added, “they
knew Richard Nixon, they could talk to Richard
Nixon, and I would imagine that the first thing
President (Gerald) Ford will do will be to
reassure them he will make it absolutely clear
that Dr (Henry) Kissinger will continue to
stand at the helm of our foreign policy

While admitting the “stigma” of Watergate
which always will be attached to the Nixon ad-
ministration, Thomson said, “We must not
forget the equally historic acts for good which
(hel accomplished

Tic ended the draft and established an ail-
voluntee: Army He began an overdue decen
tralization of power away from Washington to
the state and local levels with revenue sharing
These policies won landslide support from the
people in the most issue-oriented campaign in
recenl memor

Baltz. 100, said President Nixon made some
wrong judgments and admitted it

Asted if in his opinion the President's
resignation was the right thing to do, Baltz
replied. **Personally, for the country, the party
and for Richard Nixon, yes, I believe he did the
right thing "

Spenlnng in the same vein, the congressman
said. “The President’s resignation will allow the

nation to put the squalor of Watergate behind us
and allow us to focus our energles on the critical
task of controlling inflation and restoring public
confidence in government

He added. A presidential resignation is un-
precedented in our system of government, but
the President’s admitted involvement in the
Watergate coverup irrevocably cost him the
confidence of the nation

Commenting on the brevity of Nixon's spe«h
of resignation, Baliz said, ~Basically,

dent said what he wanted to say -na s
perfectly frank about his stand until his base of
support in Congress had eroded to such a degree
that to continue was futile.”

Admitting the “pitfalls and errors” which
Nixon fell into, Balu said: “I think it is ab-
solutely imperative that we realize the fantastic
success he's had in cultivating, relationships
with the people of China, and bringing peace to
the Middle East and Vietnam, at least in direct
American involvement

Thomson expressed the utmost faith in Ford

It is fortunate. indeed.” he said, “that the
nation can look to a man like Jerry Ford to
assume the awful responsibilities of leading our
country. | know Jerry Ford very well from our
13 years of service logether'in the House. He is a
man of the highest integrity. He knows people
and he knows the Congress and should greatly
reduce the hostility which has dveloped
between the Congress and the executive
branch.”

Asked about the prospect of immurity, Baltz
said: “It's interesting (o note that the same peo-
ple who are going about waving the banner of
no_immunity are conversely that very group
which in constantly begging for amnesty.”

As for Ford's choice of vice president, Baltz
said that “first and foremost a man I have
respect and appreciation for is Sen. Edward
Brooks of Massachusetts. "

“However." he added, “I must admit | am
prejudiced in favor of our home state man,
Melvin Laird."

He said also that Rep. Albert Quie, (R-
Dennison), representing Minnesota's 1st
Congressional district, is an “excellent potential
candidate

Thomson had not yet expressed an opinion as
1o a choice for vice president.

The state executive committee of the Wiscon-
sin Republican Party was to meet at Wisconsin
Dells today

Baltz commented, "
pretty interesting."

1 imagine things will be

3] SAUL PETT

and the presidency.

“All The Trees Will Fall'—

“deep sadness”

Watergdvfe

Burglar

WASHINGTON (AP» — It was James
McCord, one of the Watergate burglars, who

The tallest fell Thursday night,

Richard Nixon, the first president in history
1o be driven from office by scandal, said he was
leaving because “the Watergate matter” had

it was expecting
too much of a departing president to
ledge publicly that scarcely anyone in
Congress believed him 3
It was a curious farewell in several -ways.

uumnum.mm;nnmun-
hcww.ldﬂdll removal from office
ﬂﬂ'ﬂ the last vote to the Senate.” At other
{imes be has said, 1bveun-uk"nlponm

Thursday night be said, “I would have
preferred to carry through to the finish
whatever the personal agony it would have in
volved ... but the interest of the nation must
always come before any personal con-
siderations.”

He seemed to be saying he was giving up the
agony in a higher cause. But then he also said he
was giving up the fight “for personal vin-
dication.”

““Therefore...” Here Richard Nixon paused
and swatiowed. it was the one tiny visible mo-
ment where he appeared to reveal emotion that
needed to be controlled. Then: "I shall resign
thé presidency effective at noon tomorrow."”

He was in complete control again, once again
“the coolest man in the room, " a description he
has appliedto himself at a crisis point.

There were a few expressions of “regret” and

at leaving office prematurely
before he could reach his goals. But, generally,
those remembering his ““Chegkers' speech 22
years ago and his 1 am not a crook " statement
nine months ago found the farewell curiously
bland i content and delivery

He did not protest his innocence. He did not
admit any moral guit. He did “regret deepiy
any injuries that may have been done

To a people. to a nation” Richard Nixon did
not say

He did say “some of my judgments were
wrong.” but it was not an act of contrition so
much as it was a passing reference to mistakes
Win some, lose some.

When he took office in 1969, Richard Nixon
promised to “bring us together.” Thursday
night he admitted he had not. The outgoing
President said the first essential of the adminis-
tration of Gerald R. Ford “is to begin healing

the wounds of this nation; to put the bitterness
and the divisions of the pecent pastbeind s

Nixon said that by resigning he hoped to
hasten the “healing which is so desperately
needed in America.” It was much the same
reason Lyndon B. Johnson gave on March 31,
1968, in announcing he would not seek re-
election

It was one in a multitude of ironies

On Jan. 20, 1975, an evangelical Richard
Nixon, who called hirmself the *quarterback and

coach” of a team that needed 10 e * wmpped
up.” circulated this note to his staff:

"'Everynwmmlnlhuwryuﬂkmuum
yrmousnndumq The
bepmmdaymsuuenmdav- n«
nmzndm
1 we: mveu‘emqnl-emnzuuml
.ulﬂuthallengelndthew(umxy . they can_

stand nu\._vyuld:y:lormwiumdpul
moments in the history of

He did open the door to China, He did gd to
#oscow. But there were only 565 days left, not
1461. Watergate already was seven months old.

Six years ago Thursday, Richard Nixon was
nominated for president.and told. the wildly
cheering delegates in Miami,
applauding not only aman bul a symbol of mira-
culous political comeba

**Americ is in trouble'today not because her
people have ailed but because et leaders have

And in, the campaign- that- followed he
mmepubucrqeulwmoﬂkc
of President.
Thursday zight, the cancer of cover-up-
became terminal.
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RUNNING MATES — Their wives stood by their sides in July 1952 as Dwight D
Eisenhower and Richard M. Nixon responded to cheers after their nominations as can-
didates for president and vice president at the GOP national convention in Chicago.

Demo Congress, Nixon

By CARL P. LEUBSDORF
'WASHINGTON (AP) — -
dent Nixon, the first 20th century
chief executive *o serve with his
party pever in control of
Congress, spent much of his
tenure fighting with con-
gressional ts over the
Vietnam war and domestic spen-

ding.
More often than not. Nixon
we

on

‘The Senate, whose substantial
Democratie majority included
most of the party's major
national figures. battled the
Republican President repeated-
ly. The House more often sup-

ported him

Only after the October 1973
ouster of Watergate prosecutor
Archibald Cox did House
Democrats move against Nixon.
launching the first formal im-
peachment proceeding against a
president since the 1868 move
against Andrew Johnson

By mid-1974, the drive for im-
peachment completely
overshadowed other aspects of
Nixon's relations with Congress

Many Republicans, fearing
GOP disaster at the polls in
November, set themselves at
some distance from the em-
battled White House.

Even GOP conservatives
Nizon's most solid line of sup-
port. became critical when the
President signed a bill to create
an independent government cor-
poration to provide legal services
for the poor

Earlier. most GOP members
had stood loyally behind Nixon
on both domestic and foreign
matters

In the area of national securi-
ty. Nixon won support during his
term for expensive new weapons
systems, and warded off
measures to force US
withdrawal from Indochina until
he had done it himsel.

In the last year. however,
Congress forced a halt in US
bombing of Cambodia and
enacted, over Nixon's veto, a far-
reaching measure curbing

presidential powers to commit
American troops abroad

In contrast with the vast flood
of new domestic programs that
marked the previous Johnson ad-
ministration, Nixon pushed very
little domestic Iegislation
through Congress

A major exception was a $30.2-
billion revenue sharing program
enacted in 1972 under which
federal funds are retuned to
state and local governments

Nixon s other major domestic
proposals. reform of the welfare
system and a vast restructuring
of the federal bureaucracy, were
rejected by Congress

But_congressional efforts to
override Nixon's vetoes of spen-
ding bills he considered too cost-
ly. especially for health and
education, generally failed as
enough Republicans and
Southern Democrats backed
Nixon to prevent his foes from
mustering the needed two-thirds
majorities.

Nevertheless. the federal
deficit soared and the ad
ministration and Congress
blamed each other

An 18-month effort to create

new congressional machinery (o
deal with the budget was com-
pleted in July 1974 Nixon signed
the measure into law even
though it restricted his authority
to impound appropriated funds

Despite partisan division
Congress gave Nixon power to
impose ‘wage-price controls, an
option he exercised in August
1971 after saying earlier he did
not want such

Members of Congress also
backed most of Nixon's short-
term. emergency efforts to deal
with the energy shortage during
the Arab oil embargo that began
in October 1973

However. the major piece of
emergency energy legislation
proposed by Nixon never became
law

Nixon vetoed one version
because he abjected to inclusion
of provisions on crude ol prices.
unemployment  compensation

and federal loans to
householders and small
businesses

A few days later Nixon sub-
mitted 2 second version of the
bill However. the energy crisis
eased and the adminstration
eventually said it did not need
the legislation

Two major pieces of tax
legislation were enacted during
Nixon's first term A $9.1 billion
tax reform bill in 1969 and 2 $15.8
billion tax cut in 1971

Other legislation enacted
during Nixon's tenure converted
the Postal Service into an in-
dependent corporation and
lowered the voting age to 18

Congress also enacted a cam-
paign reform bill that resulted in
1972 in the most complete dis
closure ever of campaign finan-
cing at the national level

In four bills, each bigger than
the administration wanted
Congress also raised Social
Security benefits 65 per cent and
hiked payroll taxes to cover in-
creased costs

Unemployment compensation
coverage was extended in 1970 to
47 million additional workers
and a comprehensive bill was
passed o protect the health ard
safety of workers

However, Nixon was able to
block by a veto a 1973 bill that
would have provided the first in-
crease in seven years in the
federal minimum wage, from the
current $160 an hour to $220 an
hour

Nixon's first four-year term
was marked by repeated battles
with Congress on defense and
Vietnam, with Nixon emerging
as the eventual winner virtually
every time

In 1969, a bipartisan group of
senators launched the first major
challenge in years to Pentagon
spending, culminating in a battle
over Nixon's proposal to protect
US. missiles with a multibillion-
dollar Safeguard antiballistic
missile (ABM) defense system

Senate critics of the ABM,
charging it was too expensive

By FRANK CORMIER

WASHINGTON (AP) —
hailed as a pnlﬂlcal mlra(‘le
worker, Richard con has.

seen his elemon tnumph:
reduced to ashes,

Americans Imnderiu ifhe mny
did’ have that sure touch for
politics.

/ How could a smart politician
permit the Watergate burglary,
which seemed safely consigned
as a footnote to history in early

/1973, to mushroom into the most

shattering disaster ever to over
take an American president”
Some observers questioned
Nixon's credentials as a master
politician even before Watergate.
Take the big "Nixon miracle”
of 1968 when the onetime vice
president captured the highest
office just six years alter
seemingly renouncing all
political_ambition with the
emotional declaration, *You
won't have Nixon to kick around
any more because, gentlemen,
this is my last press conference.

He had, of course, just lost a
race for governor of California
and, in anger and frustratior,
pronounced his own political

Battle

ana wouldn't work, failed on a
50-50 tie vote o slow its develop-
ment Eventually, the Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks (SALT)
agreement between the United
States and the Soviet Union
resulted in a cutback in the ABM
system

In the spring of 1970, Nixon's
dispatch of US. troops into Cam-
bodia sparked efforts to force
withdrawal of US forces from
all Indochina

By the end of the year, the
Senate won House concurrence
in the first enacted limits on the
US. role in Southeast Asia, a flat
ban on US. combat troops in
Laos and Thailand and restric-
tions on US. aid to Cambodia

Three times in 1971, the Senate
overcame the Nixon ad-
ministration’s opposition and

passed measures cailing for total
1S ithdrawal from Tadochina

Each time. aided by a friendly
Democratic leadership, the ad-
ministration won in the House

In the election year of 1972,
however, U.S. withdrawals from
Vietnam accelerated and Senate
support for forcing withdrawal
ebbed Two more end-the-war
amendments passed the Senate,
only to die in the House. before
the Senate voted 45 to 42 in
September against withdrawal

In 1973, when the Vietnam
peace agreement was followed
by continued US bombing in
Cambodia. congressional
majorities moved to end it

With House support for such a
move nearing the two-thirds
needed.to override  presidential
veto. a level already reached in
the Senate, Nixon bowed in late
June and agreed to an Aug. 15
cessation of all U.S. military ac-
tivity. in, over or off the shores
of Indochina

In the fall of 1973, as Nixon
fought to get out from under the
Watergate cloud, the Senate and
House passed the historic war
powers limits, then mustered the
needed two-thirds majorities to
write it into law over his veto

nblluary — or so it seemed at the
time

The 1968 Nixon comeback in-
deed had its dramatic elements
But his campaign that year,
against a Democratic opponent
hobbled by close association with
an unpopular Lyndon B. John-
son, hardly offered proof that
winner Nixon was a politician
with a sure touch.

In late September, with the
campaign well under way, the
Gallup Poll gave Nixon a 15-
point edge over Democrai
Hubert H Humphrey. A
landslide appeared in the
maki

ing
Nixon held a news conference
al which he outlined a careful
strategy to court the votes of key
states and insure that his cam-

paign “peaked"” — a word Nixon
has used often — precisely on
election day.

It didn't happen that way. A
cautious Nixon frittered away his
enormous advantage as the cam-
paign progressed. Election day
found him the winner by less
than 500.000 votes — an advan-
tage measured as a fraction of
one per cent of the 73 million
ballots cast.

Many Humphrey partisans
contended their man would have
won had the campaign continued
for another week with Nixon

sticking to his  play-it-safe
strategy.
Similarly. Nixon appeared to

toss away an excellent opportuni-
ty to win the presidency over
John FKennedy in 1960. As the
incumbent  Republican_vice
president for eight years, Nixon
came closer to being a household
name and. at the start of the
campaign. enjoyed a 5347
Gallup Poll edge over Kennedy.

Perhaps due in large measure
102 cocky but unwise decision to
join the lesser-known Kennedy
in a series of broadcast debates
watched by an estimated 85
million Americans, Niton saw
his safe advantage erode until his
challenger emerged the winner
in the closest presidential elec-
tion in 76 years

Even as President. and quite

a good sense of timing,
in wnmng with Henry A
Kissinger to promote rapproche-
ment with mainland China and
detente with the Soviet Union —
moves that would have aroused
intense opposition a few years
earlier
Nixon brought to the White
House a long-established reputa-
tion as a hard-nosed infighter
from past campaigns. However,
except for a brief and ineffectual
fling in the 1970 off-year elec-

-
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Political Miracle Is Ended

line. Nixon won with better than
59 per cent of the vote, again ac-
cused of unfair campaign tactics.

The young Californian had
served only 18 months in the
Senate when a political amateur,
Dwight D. Eisenhower. chose
him as his GOP running mate in
the 1952 campaign

The ticket seemed unbeatable
but was rudely jolted when it
was disclosed that a group of
California businessmen had con-
tributed $18.235 10 a fund to help

“You're my boy.”

— Presidential can-

didate Dwight Eisenhower said of Richard
Nixon after his “Checkers speech” in 1952.

tions, he largely eschewed the
harsh rhetoric of the past

Tough campaign tactics —
some critics called them dirty
tricks — marked the early Nixon
on the stump. He played so
rough that the late Harry S
Truman threatened in the 1950s
to punch him on sight.

Controversy was the hallmark
of campaigns that brought a
youthful Nixon to successive
seats in the House and Senate

A Navy veteran returned from
the South Pacific. lawyer Nixon
entered politics in 1946 by invita-
tion.

Republican neighbors in Whit-
tier, Calif . were seeking a can
didite to challeage Jerry
Voorhis, a 10-year House
veteran. Nixon's name was
suggested and he got the assign-
ment, not a particularly enviable
one since Voorhis was well en-
trenched and seemed popular
with Repubhcans as well as
Democrat

The campalgn transformed
Nixon into a controversial
political figure — and a winner
He won by a surprising 65.586
votes to 49,994

How he won is a question still
debated. The Nixon campaign
focused on a claim, denied by
Voorhis, that the Democrat was
the annointed choice of the CIO
(Congress of Industrial
Organizations) Political Action

“Quite a ruthless

opponent.” — Jerry

Voorbhis said after Richard Nixon defeated
him in the 1946 House campaign in Califor-

nia.

apart from Watergate horrors,
Nixon's political acumen was rot
above challenge despite his easy
1972 reelection by a histor.c

margin

Try as Nixon did. he never was
able to generate public fervor for
2 broad package of domestic in-
itiatives he variously labeled The
New Federalism and The Second
American Revolution

While voters greeted most of
hic domestic legislation with a
hohum attitude. aides said in
Nixon's defense that such n-
novative concepts have no im-
pact on individual voters until
they are put in place.

Nixon had better luck in
staking out positions on
emotional issues that appealed to
segments of his core constituen-
cy — opposition to busing to
achieve racial integration and
support for federal aid to
varochial schools

In the foreign affairs area,
Nixon influenced voters in a way
he couldn't manage in domestic
policy He showed finesse. and

Committee (PAC) and. more im-
portant, that the PAC was a tool
of communism. Voorhis was
forced to fight a defensive battle

all the way.
Voorhis, known to be anti
Communist, later described

Nixon as “quite @ ruthless op-
ponent * The Republican.
challenger argued that “our cam-
palgn was a very honest debate
on the issues

Nixon easily won re-election in
948

Elevated to national
prominence by his successful
pursuit_of Alger Hiss. former
State Department official who
denied having links -to a Com-
munist spy ring but ultimately
was convicted of perjury, Nixon
decided 1o try for the Senate in

His opponent was a_liberal
Democrat, Rep. Helen Ganagan
Douglas. Nixon linked her House
voting record with that of then-
fep. Vito Marcantonio of New
York. well known for slavishly
following the Communist party

Nixon meet the expenses of his
Senate office. Some Republican
leaders urged that Nixon be
dumped from the ticket at once
Eisenhower hesitated

The crisis reached a climax
when Nixon, deciding to make a
fight of it. went on national
television to defend himself with
his famou$ "Checkers speech,”
so<alled because of a reference
he made to the family’s cocker
spaniel

Not one penny of the §18.000

or any money of that type went
for my personal use,” he
eclared

It was an emotional, carefully

staged performance. and it
worked  *
“You're my boy, said a

relieved Eisenhower and. at 39,
Nixon became the youngest vice
president in 9 years.

Vice President Nixon held
some public attention during
Eisenhower's two terms by

globe-trotting on the President’s
behall and unlimbering his
oratory on behalf of GOP can-
didates in off-year elections

He remained a figure of con-

CONCEDES DEFEAT —
ference.

troversy. u.mm Stassen
mounted a “dump Nixon" drive-
as the 1956 Rzpuhllnn conven-
tion approached and, for a time,"
Eisenhower seemed uncertain
whether to line up with Stassen
or support his vice president.. i
the end Nixon was renominated
and kept his office for four mare
years

Defeated for the pmmencyby
Kennedy in 1960 by one-tenth of
one per cent of the popular vote,
Nixon returned to California to
practice law and ponder hig
political future

Deciding to sit out the 1964
campaign on the assumption that

Democratic nominee,
opted to run for governor of
California in 1962. The gover-
norship would be a vehicle for
keeping him out of presidential
politics in 64 and open the way
for a fresh presidential bid in
1968

Polls convinced Nixon he had -

a good chance to oust the state’s
incumbent  Democratic ~ gover-
nor, Edmund G. “Pat” Brown
St But the election returns
proved otherwise and promp!

an embittered Nixon to hold
what came to be known as his
morning-after “last press con-
ference

Nixon’s renunciation of
politics seemed complete. He
gave up his home base in Califor-
nia and moved to New York to
become a Wall Street lawyer

But Nixon could not resist the
pull of the campaign scene. He
kept busy stumping for
Republican candidates every
other autumn and, in the
process, stored up political due
bills that he collected to make
his 1968 comeback. -

AP wirephato.

“This is my last press con-
* Richard M. Nixon said in Los Angeles on Nov

7. 1562 after he conceded defeat in the California guber-

natoria! election

atergate, Tapes

By HARRY F. ROSENTHAL

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Watergate was merely a lootnote
on the Nixon presidency at first

an aberration in his re-election -

campaign. But it grew, angrily.
into a scandal that stonewalling
couldn't hide and presidentia.
ver couldn't st

While the skeleton of the story
was unearthed piecemeal, the
full involvement of the Nixon
men in the break-in and cover-up
was known only to themselves
for nine months after five men
crept into Democratic party
headquarters to bug and pry.

But then, in the incredible
months of March and April 1973,
the silence wag breached and the
scandal burst oret ey in the

rounded him

Watergate quickly became a
code word for scandals that em-
braced a bewildering catalogue
of alleged misdeeds, bringing
Nixon's leadership and honesty
into question. But it remained
the poisonous core. Eventually a
grand jury would find probable
cause lo believe the President
was involved in a criminal con-
spiracy to thwart the Watergate

regret '

Until then, the President had
continually asserted his in,
nocence. battling a crisis of con-
fidence that nibbled inexorably
at his public support

In August 1973, he spoke of a
“'backward-looking _obsession
with Watergate.” In Noveraber,

the nation had the spectacle of a ~

defensive President declaring *1
am not a crook.”

“I have no intention whatever of ever
walking away from the job that the people
elected me to do for the people of the

United States.”

— President Nixon in his

State of the Union Message in January

1974.

highest counls of
finally staining President Nixon

The President might have
ridden it out, as he did so many
other personal challenges, nad it
not been for his fateful decision
in 1971 to activate an unseen

system designed
to preserve every word said
e was in his offices.

full-b
peachmient. And it was the tapes
themselves, with their
revelations of ";’,'.,L'f‘;é -(;'N
subterfuge; that e
most dl“n.nlr( evidence against
Nizon and the men who sur-

investigation

Nixon had promised
tion with investigators, but
yielded tapes and documents
only when other alternatives had
failed. "He exhausted every
avenue, from ignoring corr
gressional subpoenas to fighting
his case in the Supreme Court

And-after the House Jutliciary
Committee recommended an ar-

In January 1974, ke used the

- State of the Union message to

declare “one year of Watergate
is enough,” and to assure the na
“I have no intention
whatever of ever walking away
from the job that the people
elected me 10 do for the people
of the United States.”

In his speech of Aug. 15, 1973,
Nixon said "the time has come to

ticle of based on
the subpoenas and the Supreme
Court ruled t him, Nixon
admitted he ménhem three

crucial tapes, “a serious act of
omission for which 1 take full
responsibility and which I deeply

urn Waterg the
where the questions of guilt or
innocence belong."

In the year that foliowed, 20
people who had worked at his
side in the White House, or
eisewhere in his administrati

or his re-election campaign, had
pleaded guilty, been convicted or
were awaiting trial for criminal
offenses. Nine former White
House aides, including top lieute-
nant John D. Ehrlichman, had
been sentenced to prison

The President's actions ia the
Watergate aftermath were the
genesis of the first article of im-
peachment recommended by the
House Judiciary Committee to
the full House of Represen-
tatives. It said that Nixon “in
violation of his constitutional
duty to take care that the laws be
faithfully executed. has
prevented, obstructed, and im-
peded the administration ol
]usuce

The story of the Watergate

break-in is too well known to
require extensive recounting

Under the direction of two
former White House aides, G.
Gordon Liddy and E. Howard
Hunt Jr., five men with CIA
backgrounds twice broke into
Democratic National Committee
headquarters in the plush
Watergate office complex. The
first entry on Memorial Day
1972, was to plant bugs and
photograph files. The second, on
June 17 — when the burglars
were arrested — was to correct a
transmitter malfunction and to
copy more documents.

- The burglars were found to
have been paid with funds from

tion -the Committee for the Re-

Bring Down Nixon

Election of the President. which
as a result won the popular
acronym CREEP The mission.
according to some testimony.
was approved by former Atty
Gen. John N. Mitchell, Nixon's
onetime law partner and cam-
paign director. The fruits of the
wiretaps went to the committee
and, again gccording to some of
the testimony, into the White
louse

Charles W Colson testified
that when Nixon learned of the
break-in "he was so furious that
he had thrown an ashtray across
the room at Key Biscayne and
was just outraged over the fact
that anybody even remotely con-
nected with the campaign
orgapization would have
anything ‘o do with something
like Watergate

But the June 23 Nixon tape
chows he ordered a halt to the
FBI's probe of the break-in,
didn't want to “second guess
Mitchell and the rest He said
later, 1 was aware of the advan-
tages this course of action would
have with respect to limiting
possible public. exposure of in-
volvement by persons connected
with the re-elecion committee.”

Press Secretary Ronald L
Ziegler, with the President at his
Florida home, described the inci-
dent at the time as “a third-rate
burglary." But the chiels of the
reelection committee met in
Washington to discuss their

moves

The President insisted from
early on. “The White House had
had no involvement in this par-
ticular incideny” In August he
said that was confirmed in an in.
vestigation conducted by counsel
John W Dean.I11

Dean was to say later he con-
ducted no investigation and that
he worked overtime to thwart
the probe.

In September 1972, seven men
were indicted for burglary and
wiretapping and _conspiracy
Nixon complimented Dean on

But that was to change

On March 23, at a court session
convened for the sentencing of
the burglars. US. District Judge
John JSirica disclosed a letter
from James W McCord Jr
alleging pressure on the defen-
dants to plead guilty of perjury 1n
the trial and of the nvolvement
of others

Unknown publicly st that time
was that Dean had been telng
Nixon the Watergate story
detailing the role that Nixon's
aides — including himself — had
in paying hush money to the

“He (Presjdent Nixon) was so furious that
he had thrown an ashtray across the room

at Key Biscayne and .

. was just outraged

over the fact that anybudy even remorslv

with the

would have anything to do W/rh some{hmg

like Watergate.” —

Charles W. Calson,

former White House attorney.

keeping involvement from the
White House by “putting your
fingers in the dikes every time
that leaks have sprung here and
sprung there.

By March 1973, twa of the
seven kad been triec and con-
victed, the other five having
pleaded guilty. Reporters asked
few Watergate questions:
nothing was volunteeced.

defendarits, suborning  perjury.
and of the planning sessions for
the break-in. The President was
told of E. Howard Hunt's
blackmail derand and allegedly
told Dedn to meet it ,
The tapes showed Nixon
ordered Dean to write a
generalized report for-the Presi-
dent, a document for public con-
sumption. Instead Dean-went to

federal prosecutors with his
story

On April 17. Nixon came into
the White House briefing room
and in a short statement said that
on March 21 he had begun inten-
sive new inquiries into the
Watergate matter “as a result of
senous charges which came to
my attention."

The tapes show the feverish
activity inside the White House
as the scandal began to unravel
On April 30 Nixon 2nnounced the
resignations of Haldeman,
Ehrlichman, Atty. Gen Richard
G Kleindienst and the firing of
Dean. He gave Kleindienst's
successor, Elliot Richardson,
authority to name a special
prosecutor

In the ensuing days came the
public disclosure that White
House agents had burgiarized the
office of Daniel.Ellsberg’s psy-
chiatrist

On May 22, Nixon issued his
most detailed statement to date,
confirming what had been
revealed'in news media earljer;
that there were wiretaps in 1999,
an intelligence plan  incl
breaking and entering for
national security and a speciakin-
vestigations» unit known as the
Plumbers.

Of Watergate,” Nixon said he
had no advance Y

defendants, 03
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By MARY DUMOND
Tribune Sunday Editor

Few of the more than 170 students graduating Thursday
night from Western Wisconsin Technical Institute seemed
concerned their graduation coincided with the nation's
history in the form of President Nixon's resignation

While several color television sets blared with after-

of Nixon's ion address,
students stood in groups in the Roy Kumm Building
talked of their own doings. leaving the viewing to the
older generation. The crowd had moved to a reception
after the commencement ceremony in Mary E. Sawyer
Auditorium.

A sampling of student reaction showed varied opinions
on the outgoing President’s actions, but most students in-
terviewed pretty much agreed with one young man from
Rochester, Minn., who said of politicians

“They're all a bunch of crooks."

One graduate, Dan Gantka. 1233 Park Ave., said, " This
should have been done a long time ago. And I hope they
don’t let him off. They should have got those tapes when
the first guy (Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox) was in
charge. He (Nixon) did know. He should be prosecuted
He did break the law

The country should show the world a president is like
anybody else, added Gantka. “He should get the heat.
too. just the same as any of the rest of us.™

I think it's fantastic,” said Roxanne Betsinger of

Rockland. *'Ne_one in the country respects his decisions
anymore — it's the best thing. I was in the graduating
ceremonies, what did he say?"

Miss Betsinger's reply (o a capsule version of the
speech and the question, “Will this affect your attitude
towards politics as a voter?" was

“No. I mean, you always kind of had an idea they were
crooked. Now it's out in the open. They (politicians) are
going to have to be more straighfforward.”

“It's the best thing for the country,” said Gary Hus-
moen of Blair. "I didn't necessarily agree with him — but

“He should get the heat too, just the same
as any of the rest of us.”" — WWTI graduate
Dan Gantka.

Nixop is taking the rap for puple clear back to the early
19005 They've been taping and pulling dirty tricks all
along’ I felt he was doing a tremendous job

Chuck Blair of Mauston more or less agreed with his
companion. "I just feel that while he's resigning, it's a
bad mark on him, but the good things he's done override
it I think the charges being made here should continue
till everything's dug up

llu he's helped (ho foreign pohicy and the economy
bad as they say 1 was behind him all the way " On
voting” “It's just the choice of the nght person

Greg Bettin, 2330 Madison St with the same group

Rovanne Betsin Gary Husmoen

said: I don't know what to say. I thought he would have
stayed in office — he's fought this long."

Bettin takes a cautious view of voting. *'I had some city
representative come to the house and ask me to vote for
him. I told him I didn’t know anything about him. *Your
parents know me," he said, and I told him, ‘But I don't,"
So 1 didn’t vote for anybody. I won't vote for anybody 1
don't know anything about

T think it's good the whole headache's over,” com-
mented Kay Patterson of Strawberry Point, lowa. “T'll
prabably be a little more careful next time.” of voting

1 don’t think he should have resigned, " said Barbara
Swenson of Viroqua. ~He should have been impeached. "

Said Susan Koelbl of La Crosse

T think it's kind of cruddy. because anybody who gets
nto office is the same way No. it won't influence me as a
voter

It’s too bad it happened. Even though Nixon was guil
ty. it degraded our country. Evervone else did the same
thing, they were just fortunate not to get caught.” said
Ray Souchek of Rochester. "IN make me think tw
before 1 vote for another president

James P Hill. chairman of the studevt governament
organization at Umversity of Wisconsin-La Crosse, had
this reaction

Richard Nigon left the presidency expressing his ul
timate goal in life to contribute to building a peaceful
world. that has been his first prionty History may show

Gireg Bettin

Chuck Blair

Students Put Graduation Ahead Of Resignation

that long-lasting peace in the world actually began with

his administration. .
“But 1 would pluck that feather from his cap im-

mediately, because history will also show that the way in

“When it finally became Nixon's choice as
to which course to take, it was the unjust
course of covering up.” — James Hill, chair-
man of UW-L student government.

which he and his men sought the ideal of a peaceful world
community is the worst example of how suddenly to
rearrange priorities that any president has ever been
caught at

“When it finally became Nixon's choice as to which
course to take. it was the unjust course of covering up
That decision itself plunged the noble ideal into secon
dary priority and the cover-up emerged as first Choosing
an unjust course negates any good intention that he may
have been trying to preserve

A simple admission that he played badminton wath his
priorities is.all | wanted to hear Richard Nixon confes: to
last night. not a long list of wrongdoings that some n
Congress wanted to hear But then, he alone fuces the
th president of the Unit:
and 1t was his choice how to travel it

long ride home from be the 37
States

E

Barbara Swenson Susan Koelbl

LaCrosse Cribune

Eyes Were Glued To TV Screens

The Outfits Were Gay,

By THOMAS RISTCW
Tribune Journalisni Intern

There was an eeric feeling in
La Crosse last mght - i the
bars. at the nverfront. on the
street

It was strangely calm around 8

went on
Some

ganes were bl
But people just oaming the
1 rare 1t seemed that
il persons had nothing else
vm,\. previousts omething

keeping them in their houses
wr drawing them to a tele

5 wer

[m just happy he's out of
there so we can gel some of the
< problems straightened
out - was a comment heard from
almost every person talked to,
although one woman, who asked
not o be identified. said T just
don't believe he s resigned, and [
don't think it 1s good for the
country or him - He should have
fought 1t

et four persons. who said
they were glad Nixon had left of-
fie for the country's sake. said
they thought impeachment
mught hase been a better route

T'm st tle afraid that he

Country

did Agnew got off with hittle or
no punishment. and now Nixon
will probably get off. too

Miller, however, while saying
he thought the resignation was
another step toward cleaning up
politics. saw procedural
problems with Ford's taking of
ice

In my opinion, I think some
arrangement should be made so
people can vote for the new
president, like the Canadian or
Bntish systems when they call an
eliction 1f a government loses
support

What we're doing is turning

proceedinys might b
Nivon's sttuation more
given Gerald Ford mor
prepare to take over
But among most
there was a fecling of hope 1
a ghmmer_n some "
1 think Geralid Ford
ood man
someore 10 here
and who will worry abs
country more and other conn
tries less and Ford will do
that,” a man sitting on a benh
near ihe Black Hiser Besrh
the North Side said

teons

But Mood Was Somber

By PAT MOORE
Tribune Staff Writer

1t was an incongruous situa
tion Several members of the
Oktoberfest Committee al_last
night's meeting in Heileman Hall
wore Oktoberfest liderhosen and
white shirts with colorfully em.
broidered fronts
Some women were 1n peasant
blouses and the brilliantly
colored dirndl skirts that have
become symbolic of the fall
festival heid here each October
To all appearances it could
have been a gala occasion
But for Douglas Farmer
treasurer of the La Crosse Coun.
ty Republican Party. an officer
of the National Bank of Wiscon
sin and the 16th District super-
visor. it was a moment of mixed
emotions Richard Nixon. the
Tth president of the United
States. had just resigned
I have to conless. as a
Republican 1 feel a sense of
rehef, but as an American [ also
have to confess to a gnawing in
my stomach [ think that
describes it best,” tall, lanky

Spiro Agnew Has
‘No Comment’
On Resignation

CROFTON, Md. (AP) —
Former Vice President Spiro T
Agnew offered a terse **no_com-
ment” when asked about Presi-
dent Nixon's downfall

Agnew, Nixon's 1968 and 1972
running mate, has avoided
publicity since he resigned last
October after a no contest plea to
evading federa) income tax
charges

The former vice president,
now a budding export-imj
tm-lgul from his office

ursday dressed in slacks and a
puuam knit shirt, following
what his secretary told reporters
was “a working iy just ke any
other.

Carrying a briefcase and tennis
o at the rainy
sky and made his way to his car,
avoiding answering newsmen
seeking commént on President

here in a new,$160,000 home.

Farmer said when 1t was over

To many of us in grade
school. we came out of American
history class thinking the
presidency was supreme. now
It's been taken

Farmer. a member of the
Oktoberfest Committee, con
ducted the meeting About 35
persons. representing local
organizations ranging from a
square dance group to a drum
corps. had gathered to begin the
sale of buttons for the fali
festival

The announcement at the
beginning of the meeting, that
those who wished could adjorn
10 the television once the Presi-
dent came on, was greeted with
comments similar to one
woman's reaction. " Oh, good!"

When the president appeared
on the screen there was a rush to
the corner television set. A hush
fell over the room

For Farmer. the President's
resignation had a special
significance. He confesses that as
a 12yearold who was a sixth
grader in Connecticut when
Niton first ran for president in
1960, he looked to Nixon as his
boyhood idol

As far as the vaubhran par
ty is concerl
healthy thin
an American, | can't help but
teel like every house ought to fly
a black flag, no matter what side
of the fence you're on. It's a very
sad occasion The whole thing
has been sad over the last several
month.”

What he liked about Nixon. he
said, was: *Physically, he raised
no emotions. His hands were
always too big for his body. He
couldn't walk with the grace of a
Kennedy or an Eisenhower. If
you supported Richard Nixon,
you supported him because you
believed in him. | don't know
anybody who had the same
emotional fervar for Nixon as
they had fof Kennedy.”

“What's a strength along
lines can also be a fault," he con-
tinued. “In politics, it's tough to
get a candidate who has
charisma and
the character approach is more

Inakes everybody f
Gerald Ford's gise to l'k

presidency. he said. makes Ford
one of those products of a unique
happening. an accident of
history It's often been thse
men. who have been plucked by
fate from relative obscurity. who
have developed the
characteristics of greatness

The25-year-old Farmer
graduatéd from George
Washington University with
bachelor of arts degree in public
affairs and political science For
three years he lived 1n 4 dor
mitory that was only two blocks

“During_ my freshman vear
Martin Luther King
assassinated and there was the
march on the Pentagon. During
my junior year the shootings at
Ken State occurred along with
the Cambodian invasion. In my
senior year. there were the
moratoriums on the Vietnam
War. [t was quite a place to get
an education when thousands of
people came to Washington to
march

The Republican party 1s clean

was

County GOP Treasu:
Douglas Farmer Says Richard. Nixon Was His Igol

now The Democratic party will
s time We ve
through a step n evolution that
they haven't gone through yet
We've had our purge The
deadwood 18 out

And Farmer. who says he was

1noa Republican

houschold. 15 optimistic about
the future of the party 1 think
the party that's going to come up
with the M Clean image in the
future 15 going to be the
Republican party because of this
eventIndicative of this is the
fact that our candidates have
been so thorough in f:ling all of
their fimancial papers and
reports Gerald Ford will
provide able leadership and will
be a good symbol for the party

A sad expression crossed his
face “lmagine spending your
whole life attaining your carcer
and then to have it come down in
the most humiliating way possi
ble to a man_ 1'can’thelp but
respect him (Nixon) for that.” he
said quietly

have gone

Teibune Phota

rer Makes A Point

vleewhere

AU the Vogue
Geurge S th
strangely calin, although the
regular crowd was there Mostly
quiet conversations were going

1 and patrons kept asking the
ume and peering at the televi
swon on the wall

ot
resigning.
Woad St

Flood

Jim

nosphere v

There were a fow comments M and My Joha Miller
Tike. “Hey s the fontball game Chicago. who watched Nixon's
on at 8 and “Who rares about specch at the Round The Clock

Well be

1on

a moment 0 history Caundromat at 705 State St
hearing about 1t for o
vears anyhow
Vet when the
moved to § pm
ceased and even 1
present fooshall game ended as
all eyes voung
muddle-aged. some okl were
glued (o the television screen
When Richard Nixon an
nounced early i his 16-minute
speech what persons had been
talking about all day  that he
would resign from the presiden
ey - some of the normal tavern

Miller sand
mnute hand
| comments

always

some some

activity resumed. but maost
viewers heard Nixon out
Reaction to the resignation

throughout the town was varied
in it intensity. but tende 1o be
more anti-Nixon than pro-
Surprisingly. no one was
an opinion

OF the dozen or so persons i
terviewed n a random survey
almost all agreed the President
was guilty of crimes and shouid
have left office. one way or the
other

Resignation Triggers
Alert !n Vietnam

SAIGON. South Vietnam (AP)
— Presudent Nguyen Van Thien
ordered o military alert
throughdut South Vietnam on
Frday

His government said the move
was lo guard against any action
by the Communist command to
take advantage of President
Nixon's resignation to launch a
general offensive

Thieu ordered the alert after
meeting with his top advisers on
Thursday., when Nixon's res.
ignation was reported 1mmis
nent, and again on Friday after
the US. President announced his
decision

Heavy fighting continues in
Vietnam 18 months after the
Paris cease-fire agreement end- *
ed U'S. participation in the war

away with too much (by)
1542
s referring to the

possibility of Nixon not being
prosecuted on the

criminal

the same observation Mrs
1 think he should
pav the price for the things he

All Eyes Were On Nixon As He Gave Resignation Talk
Scene At Vogue Tavern, 1820 George St., Was Typical In La Crosse

over the presidency to a man
who was elected by no one
except the people in his con
gressional district in Michigan

a companion and s
Just and Jones

Earl Zumach

Miller said Onalaska

Sharon Riley. a University of Ford would “have the prople
Wisconsin-La Crosse student behind hi but Id
from L3 Farge who had watched ~Anybody new probably woul

most of the speech and then
ridden her motorcycle to
Quillin's [GA Foodliner. 325 1721 Carnlhne St saw
West Ave N. where she was in- nation: ion improving
terviewed. took a different tack ¢

This resignation just leaves
the whole thing hanging.” she
said. adding that impeachment

a diedn-the-w
Demoerat
17

it
i eally c
Gerald Ford o
but hell be bett
he <aid

Hepublicns
than Niven

Asked his name. he pontead to
. Viere

aid he. tho. thought

Frank Dikeman of
the

e much for




